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November 29, 2018 

 

 

 

The Honorable Greg Abbott   The Honorable Dan Patrick 

Governor of Texas     Lt. Governor of Texas 

State Capitol Building    State Capitol Building 

Room 2S.1     Room 2E.13 

Austin, TX  78701     Austin, TX  78701 

 

The Honorable Joe Straus 

Speaker 

Texas House of Representatives 

State Capitol Building 

Room 2W.13 

Austin, TX  78701 

 

Dear Governor Abbott, Governor Patrick and Speaker Straus: 

The Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 117, established the Public Health 

Funding and Policy Committee (PHFPC) to meet and advise the Department of State 

Health Services (DSHS) on matters impacting public health from the perspective of 

local health departments (LHDs) as fellow partners with DSHS in the public health 

system of Texas. Texas Health and Safety Code, Section 117.103 requires PHFPC to 

submit a report on the implementation of Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 

117, and Section 117.151 requires DSHS to submit a report on the status of 

implementation of PHFPC's recommendations as included in their annual report to 

DSHS.  

As required by Section 117.151, DSHS is committed to considering viable solutions 

and actions in response to PHFPC’s recommendations, and only reserves the 

decision not to implement a recommendation based on the following: 

 A lack of available funding 

 Evidence that the recommendation is not in accordance with prevailing 

epidemiological evidence, variations in geographic and population needs, 

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/HS/pdf/HS.117.pdf
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/pdf/HS.117.pdf
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/HS/htm/HS.117.htm#117.151











